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A New Season

By Rev. Patrick Lok

The Bible speaks quite a lot about seasons. In Ecclesiastes 3:1-22, it talks about a time for
heal, a time to build up, a time to weep and a time to laugh and even dance! Galatians 6:9
reminds us that we in all circumstances, we should not “grow weary of doing good, for in

due season we will reap, if we do not give up.”

| looked at 2015 very much as a time to wait upon the Lord with expectancy that He will
lead us forward. | thank the Lord that indeed that time of waiting is over as He provides
CCCV with a very strong team. 2016 is the beginning of a time to build, to move forward
and to reap a harvest bigger than we dare imagine — as we seek the God of harvest.

God has provided properties and land (material blessing) in Nunawading. We can also see
that God has brought people into the community, people with different spiritual gifts to
build up and strengthen the body of Christ (Ephesians 4). We also give praise and thanks to
our God and provider for his faithfulness to our community with the providence of
ministers for each language. We welcome again the new team of pastors: Pastor Cyril Chen
who joined us last year, Pastor Jonathan Wong who grew up in LifeSpring and Pastor
Michael Yu who moved over from Hong Kong with his wife and a little daughter.

This marks the beginning of a new phase of the CCCV Pastoral Team. The CCCV Pastoral
Team is appointed by the diaconal board to oversee the spiritual health and direction of the
whole church. As a team of four ministers and lay leaders, this team looks into doctrinal and
theological matters of the whole church. However the teaching, ministry and care of each
congregation remains the responsibilities of the leadership of each respective congregation.

Pastor’s Reflection

The past year saw us transition from a one-pastor church to 1.8 as Pastor Cyril Chen joined
our church. With Ps Chen helping out, my heavy burden of preaching in Chinese was
reduced. While | am still kept very busy with the ministry in LifeSpring with its large variety
of needs and demands, | see my workload already being reduced as Ps Jono has
enthusiastically taken up much of the responsibility of LifeSpring.

| see that my role and responsibility shifting more to whole church leadership and
governance matters. However for the rest of this year, supporting the other pastors would
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be the priority. There is much excitement as we think of developing CCCV together as one
church community.

Personally, | see this as my greatest challenge — to unite the church, to mobilize everyone to
work alongside each other and to glorify God’s name as one.

Transitioning into a multi-cultural, multi-lingual church that is truly partnering each other in
ministry is CCCV’s next huge challenge. My personal hope it that we not only co-exist and
live together in peace and harmony, but we will learn to serve together as God’s family here
in Nunawading. This is not just a pleasing vision, it is a commandment for us (Eph. 4). Our
Lord Jesus prayed for us (John 17) that we are to be united not superficially but truly
functioning as one in Him.

Serving the Australian Church

Ninety to 95% of my time is focused on CCCV. | am thankful that the church allows me to
participate in strategic and important ministries outside of CCCV. Going out of CCCV to
serve outside allows me to see what God is doing powerfully in different parts of the world
and reminds me that God is indeed almighty and He is doing mighty things everywhere.

The two major appointments | am serving in are most important in the health of the
Church. | continue to serve as a director on the boards of the Melbourne School of Theology
and the missions organization Pioneers of Australia.

Melbourne School of Theology (MST) is the main inter-denominational evangelical seminary
producing both ministers for churches, missionaries as well as scholars. It has the highest
number of post-graduate researchers and a respected institute studying Islam and other
faiths. Of course MST serves the Chinese community well through its Chinese department.

Pioneers of Australia is one part of an international missions organization with offices
including in New Zealand, Singapore, UK, US, Canada, Europe, Africa and Middle East. The
main objective of Pioneers is to send teams to unreached people groups with the Gospel to
plant churches. We have more than 3,000 workers spread around the world.

The Pioneers board has three main board meetings while the MST board has five. However,
each time | come away refreshed and encouraged as | participate in preparing church
ministers and missionaries. It is most humbling as well as encouraging to me to serve on
these boards. | am also involved in providing care to some missionaries as the Lord leads
them to me.



Personal Growth

Towards the end of last year, | was glad that | could have some time off and spend some
time on doctoral studies. | thank the leadership of CCCV for allowing me to use my
sabbatical leave for my doctoral studies. This is most needed as | have been with CCCV
continuously for sixteen (16) years of wonderful ministry amongst people | consider as my
family.

For my doctoral studies, | decided on Biola University, which was formerly the Bible
Institute of Los Angeles, because of its strong evangelical views and conservative attitude
towards God’s word. It also has a very mission-minded focus. Biola University founded the
Hunan Bible Institute in China in 1909 (see picture). It trained ministers for the Chinese
church until the communist confiscated the property in 1952.

The focus of my current studies is on intercultural studies and intercultural leadership in the
church. The plan is for my thesis topic to be on CCCV so that it will help us to grow CCCV, as
well as benefit other churches working with more than one culture. If everything goes
according to plan, | hope to finish the thesis in four years.



| am most excited as the pastoral team lead CCCV into a season of growth and
strengthening, focused on the Word of God and the Work that our Lord Jesus left for us.
May our Heavenly Father continue to bless and guide us in all that we do!
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Word on 2016

By Pastor Michael Yu

Thank God for leading our family to Melbourne

In the process of coming to Melbourne to serve Chinese Christian Church of Victoria (CCCV),
my heart was filled with mixed sentiments. There were moments of saying good-bye to
good old friends and moments of thrilling to my new mission in Melbourne.

From Bible seminary to church

Preachings, farewells and family gatherings had pretty much filled up my calendar before |
left Hong Kong. Among all, | was particularly thankful that | could preach and visit the
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church | served nine years ago. It was then, being a new graduate from Bible college,
knowing very little about how to be a minister-in-charge of a church, | was unprepared to
serve. However, from the grace of God, the inspirations and encouragements from the
brothers and sisters who gave me strength to go through the challenges in joyful spirit.

It is so true, with God’s grace to His people, we can all rejoice always (1Th 5:16), in all
circumstances, not only in good times, in bad times but times to come.

My personal failure and God’s amazing timing

| still remember when | was studying in the United States, | had the privileges to help out
some of the students from Mainland China when they were in the States (picking them up
from the airport, getting temporary identity cards, opening bank accounts, groceries
shopping ... all tangible needs). However, | failed to seize the chances to share with them
something beyond - the gospel. After | went back to Hong Kong, | prayed that if God would
send me out again to finish the unfinished.

Meanwhile | am not sure if it was related. About ten years ago, | had a dream. The dream
was so vivid. In that dream, | was in an airplane, with my wife and a child of ours, around 3
years of age.

Suddenly, there was a man came up to greet me and asked where | was going. | told him |
was going to serve a church away from Hong Kong ... before we were able to continue our
conversations, the dream was over.

After that, | thought | would leave Hong Kong soon, perhaps went back to the States.
Nevertheless, for the past ten years, nothing happened. | still served in Hong Kong
comfortably, except, at the same time, | was equipped with personal caring, city
evangelism. Time flies. It turned out when | was unprepared, God brought our family to
Melbourne.

Looking back, God has His own plan. And vy and | are amazed by His amazing timing. For
God’s ways are higher than my ways, and His thoughts than my thoughts (Isaiah 55:9).

Meeting different brothers and sisters in starting my serving in CCCV

In arriving CCCV, | was able to meet some brothers and sisters here. With God’s love
through them, lvy, Breanna and | are able to adapt ourselves much easier then we thought.



Also, by listening and understanding their concerns, | hope, would better prepare me to
serve them.

(Article originally in Chinese can be found in my Personal Facebook page : Michael Chiu Ying
Yu during Jan~Mar 2016)

R —ARRRBESF
EEGREERENORAFBAE > FRE > A RRIEH > A LR EARS L

R LI IR Z AW -

RAY 5 e 2] 28 09 IR AF
KT BZAT > HE -~ BAKBEEE BAGRORERFRETFE IR
R ARSZEET > RENRE > e8] RAFMBAFOHEHE > DFERY
U IRAT > BB Fo BT R AR S SLALAT ) AR PR R R A R A R A T o
BFOUER AR AT > AR A — BRI RISy R IR E0RE > RET Mo fTm b — 452
EfE BAREWATREEH > TRARFAR - A B EAPHLRE S > HAEX

e

Tk
R

80l R B & o F T 0 LA B ARAR A — U A MR AE A B IR0 0 KR

)]
SR, Mg ST > AL TR BT -

AAI L AT 0 BFAERG AN E > RRRAEMFRLT » S/AHFLR
B TR ERE R ELFHE ) AELERI @ HHRE -

B8 2k B A 69 a4 2 B

REBAZRBERALERNEZRER > RATRTE LA TERNBGEE > £ 224
M E AT > B P EY RS E o AL RITRE S B 5 A —WABEY
FLo T AEMMER—FEL > B TR AINEREG > S0 FRAMMG R B
AFFERORBG-FHEHORT - F B LR BRARABRERF —BIM0M > BFFRT4

10



FOM o BRI ENF K RGN LFEHRRRE ZBBEISZIFEA FH AR
FRAREBEBA A 3 > RAAETTEM B F A > LT RT AL

BRI AREEAEAMM o ROT5AT > ZRMT MBS > FRHALHHIE
oY NTRAERMRYIRGETLERMKLE - RA > A —EALBD R
RATHB T > P KRB ZIAE > w R MR > BB SRS — P RAF . i 2l
BHERITF > PR - FHRIBAABRGREELE > 22K 105> RMARB L
BBRAF > mEHEETNFLRELE > RAABAMBRERE2Y » 4 —MiLé
HERF > THAEMBRTAALEH > AXRFREXKME - A > ARAAEHEZ
T oA — T I EABRM —RARIEMA -

AR 2 ARMK L > RFRPT—H > RANBEKNGN TAEM 4 RGK
ST AL —AT o "BE—R > RA BRI AERMKERERETFHFGOREACLH > SRR
R AE AR A9 JAL) o Bomde T > REAET 5% A K T H
HERER o RAIFEFRHLFOFE > DAL RMMNOFZBE EE > RAX
FHoOARKINZHEF L R XA RAEZTEFRK > RRLRWER AP0
BoARGESL TR ZBRELRALTRLI) > LEHEFRRELT -

B33 & & & AT - 3RBAR R 69 56 oUhbak

B EL G ¥R RAEHHERBOE LH U4 R G o 3 BAv 5 % 3048 1
BEM—FRA > EBRAEHAEZEEFREE - B4 ROUAREGHIREM - T B

2HER WL ARARELORY  —RAAL LR EREARR S AR -

(L3527 & BB AKE F o : Michael Chiu Ying Yu 7 1-3 /2016 2 i SCE B A 4 &)

11



LifeSpring Overall Summary
By Pastor Jono Wong

2015/2016 saw steady growth in both of our LifeSpring congregations as we again
committed to provide two services for our members to attend and worship. We also saw
our members commit themselves to serve for the betterment of the community as we
continued to grow and cast a vision toward the future. Moreover, this past year also saw
our LifeGroups continue to grow in number and in relationship with each other. As it stands,
we have 5 adult LifeGroups, 1 young parents LifeGroup as well as an ever growing
University LifeGroup. God is most definitely bringing people to our church!

2015 also saw a good number of people come to faith in Jesus (culminating in the baptisms
of quite a few at the recent camp as well as at a separate service held in May). As we serve
faithfully, we are undeniably seeing the hand of God at work in His church here! Praise God!

The end of 2015 also saw us take part again in a short term missions trip. We again went to
Thailand as well as to a new destination, Burma. As a member of one of those teams, | can
definitively say that we saw God work in ways beyond our imagination. Again, God has a
plan, and he is faithful to make sure that plan will always prevail!

Structurally, 2015/16 has seen a small but significant shift in the way that we do things. We
are now better equipped than ever to deal with the logistical, spiritual and pastoral issues
that may arise. Thanks be to God for providing us with gifted people to serve us in these
areas.

| will leave the rest of the articles to speak of the details of what has happened in each of
the respective ministries. But in short, much has happened over the past year. People have
come and gone. Ministries have evolved and changed. LifeSpring as a community continues
to evolve and mature, both in age and spiritually. However, | am very grateful that despite
all of the above changes, experiences and opportunities, that one thing remains, and that is
the church’s desire for the Gospel of Jesus Christ to be preached and for it to go out, that
some may be saved. Our next step now is to encourage those who come through our doors
and into the family of God how we are not able to follow Jesus not just once at our
salvation, but for the rest of this life with an eye to eternity!

Personally, | am so excited to be serving this community, this church. Let’s continue to pray
together for God to continue to use us all for His glory!
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Annual Report — Deacons Board
By Simon Pang

As a member of CCCV, there are many things worth giving thanks to our Heavenly Father in
the past year of 2015-16:

e Ps Xirui Chen renewed his (part time) contract with CCCV for another year in Jan
2016. He continues to lead and develop the Mandarin ministry.

* PsJonathan Wong completed his theological study in the end of 2015 and has
become our fulltime assistant pastor since Feb 2016. His main focus is on the
LifeSpring ministry.

e Ps Michael Yu and his family arrived safely in Melbourne and he has commenced his
full time pastoral role since Feb 2016 also. Ps Yu is mainly responsible for the
Cantonese ministry.

* Alarge number of LifeSpring brothers and sisters participated in various mission trips
during the summer break in 2015/16. Their footprints covered Australia, Myanmar,
and Thailand. Many people could hear the gospel and receive blessings from God
through their services.

e During 2015-16 (up to May), 12 brothers and sisters were baptised and 14 people
transferred their membership to CCCV. God has also given us a number of new born
babies!
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e The Church has finally taken over the property next door. After some basic cleaning
and maintenance work the house is serving as the short term residence for Ps Yu and
his family. Many thanks to all the brothers and sisters who prepared for this.

The above are only some of the highlights. More thanksgivings to our Lord Jesus Christ
regarding how our pastor, co-workers, and all our three congregations have been having
faith to God and serving wholeheartedly to one another while we were waiting for our new
coming pastors.

By God’s grace may CCCV treasure more the relationship with God and love the Church our
family more, as she is:

“... God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the
truth.”

(I Timothy 3:15)
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CCCV Church Property Development Committee (CPDC) Report

By Timmy Ngai

Chair: Timmy Ngai

Secretary: Kai Hong Wong

Treasurer:  Alex Goh

Members: Alex Wong, Tony Hau, Joseph Cheng, Raymond Pond, Philip Lam

Terms of Reference:

Purchase of Adjacent neighbouring properties only.

Make Decision to purchase with ALL committee members agreed
Set purchase price limit

Develop buying strategies

Deal with banking and finance issues

Committee is ongoing

Members to be appointed by Deacons Board for a 2 years’ term
Committee to report decisions to the Deacons Board(DB)

Newly added terms of reference regarding church property development planning:
Oversee the development of church property according to the vision of the whole church
set by the Church Pastoral Team and confirmed by the Deacons Broad.

Work out the immediate (up to 3 years), intermediate (3-6 years), and long term
development strategies of Church property development.

Any recommendation will be reported to DB, DB then will make the final decision.

Give thanks to our Almighty God, the newly acquired 345 Springfield Rd, Nunawading, was
settled in Oct 2015. To me this is pure miracle, the work of our God. The DB decided to use
the property as the temporary home for our Ps Michael Yu’s family as they are settling into
Melbourne.

Thank you all who helped prepare the house to be liveable for the Yu’s family. Once again it
was filled with lots of love from our church community.

As we are approaching the 2-year term, the CPDC will need to be re-appointed by the DB, or
a new committee will need to be formed to take care of the future development of the
Church. Once again we are thankful to our Lord for His abundant supplies. Moreover, on
behalf of the committee, we thank you all for the trust that you had given us.

Shalom
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The Music Ministry at LifeSpring
By Enoch Chiu

The music ministry at LifeSpring has recently undergone some significant changes. In
September 2015, we migrated a group of members from the 11:15 service to the 9:15,
which gave the early service a boost in musicians. As a result, we’ve been able to try some
different songs at the early service and we are so grateful to the members for embracing
these changes.

As always, our music teams are constantly taking on new people and it is a highlight to see
new band members grow in confidence as they learn to lead the congregation in worship.
Thank you to all our musicians, as well as to our sound desk personnel, who are never
noticed until something goes wrong. A special thank you to Kevin Xu, who has racked up
significant amounts of overtime, playing piano almost every week, and to our leaders —
Tiffany, Jono, Eric, Eddie, Amanda, Chooiee and Emmie — for all your tireless efforts, not
only on-stage but for the hard work that goes on behind the scenes!

One of the greatest sounds at CCCV is hearing the voices of God’s people singing together,

full of joy and passion. What an incredible gift from our creator, that we can worship him
together in song. Praise God that we get to sing for His glory!

The Welcome Ministry at LifeSpring
By Grace Lok

The Welcome ministry is a relative new ministry at Lifespring and has been making slow and
steady progress. As the face of Lifespring, the focus of this ministry is to provide a warm and
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inclusive welcome to new comers. The real heart of the welcome ministry is to invite new
comers to see and experience what true Christian family community is like whilst displaying
Christ’s love to everyone who steps into our church. In the past year the welcome team has
been reaching out to new comers through follow up emails, phone calls, messages and
catch ups. The highlight of the year was a welcome dinner for all the new members and
visitors to come and meet other Lifespring members and leaders in a fun, casual setting
whilst learning more about what CCCV is about.

JaM (Ministry for children aged 3-6)
By May Tung Mok

Years ago, | was drafted at the last minute to serve as a substitute teacher for a children
Sunday school because the instructor had an emergency that day. | figured it shouldn't be a
big deal to teach to a group of six-, seven-year-olds who were brought up in God's loving
Christian families. With teaching materials at hand, all | needed to do was to tell a few bible
stories, ask them a few questions and amuse them a little. An hour should be over in no
time. Boy, was | mistaken!

Halfway through my first story, a few kids already lost patience and became restless. Two of
the boys were especially naughty. Quick wit and sharp-tongued, they lost interest nearly
right away and started throwing their toys around and chasing each other. The rest of the
kids followed suit and started throwing things. The classroom suddenly turned into an
uproarious playground and | had completely lost control of the children. Finally, | gave up
and called off the class. Let them play!

Since then, | swore that | would never serve in any ministry involving children again. They
are too small, inattentive and frivolous. How could they understand anything about God's
truth? | began to see why, over the years, no one was willing to serve in children’s ministry.
Many people found the task was too difficult and non-rewarding (with the exception of
sister Julia, the lone brave soldier who devoted herself whole-heartedly to this ministry).
Somehow a few things that ensued began to change my mind.

Not long ago a friend who grew up in poverty told me how she was burdened by her
family's financial struggle from a very young age and had always felt bitter and despondent.

Fortunately, when she was six years old she had an opportunity to learn about the love and
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salvation of Jesus Christ. The love of Jesus had changed her and given her hope. She had
since become a much happier person for she no longer had to endure all her miseries by
herself, but had learned how to trust and walk with Christ. Another friend told me how his
little boy, being brought up in Christ, had been jotting down in his diary his prayers for his
grandfather since he had learned that the grandfather had cancer. Then there was this most
naughty boy in one of my early children Sunday schools, he has now grown up and become
a pastor, devoting his life to serve the Lord.

All these attest to me the importance of children Sunday school. | begin to see that despite
the children's playfulness and agitation, as long as we can get them into a classroom where
God's words are taught, His truth will have an impact on them. At first the words might be

in bits and pieces, but they will remain in their minds and eventually sprout in their hearts,
turning these once little ones into God loving faithfuls or even church leaders one day.

Then | was given another opportunity to serve young children of age three to six. One day
sister Julia came and asked me to substitute for her in the JaM ministry for a month. For
years Julia has sacrificed her own worship time and dedicated herself to this ministry, so
that she could provide spiritual education to the kids, also allow the parents to attend
worship without distraction. Unfortunately sister Julia doesn't get enough help in this
important ministry. She is always looking for Sunday school teachers, for most people like
me don't want to be bothered with, and when she can't find help, she becomes the sole
support for JaM, from gathering the proper teaching materials, preparing for classes,
teaching, and taking up all kinds of administration and coordination tasks. She even has to
undergo training for this ministry of her own accord. In view of her difficulty | agreed to
substitute for her and gave her a break. | also promised to visit JaM first before | took up my
teaching role.

It was my first time visiting JaM and | discovered that our church has now so many young
kids. They sang hymns and worshipped together, following the guidance of the teachers.
Some children were eager participants, clapping and singing while others, shy ones, cried
and clung to their parents and had to be consoled by their carers. After the joint worship,
the children were divided into different age groups and assigned to different teachers. | was
assigned to a group of kids aged between five to six.

After my previous mishap, | earnestly prayed and conscientiously prepared myself
beforehand this time. Julia had given me an abundance of creative teaching materials to use
in class. They were not difficult to follow. | wrote down the outlines in a piece of paper and
tried to memorize them. | also assembled a number of visual aids from the Internet for
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illustration. To attract the attention and to keep the kids in focus, | brought along my iPad
to show them the multi-media contents, and obtained many colourful stickers as rewards
for Q & A. Praise the Lord that my effort seemed to work. The children were captivated by
the stories and were eager to participate and respond to questions. They were engaging
and exhilarated when they got their answers correct. Their simple and childish bliss had in
turn brought joy to my heart. | felt so encouraged and satisfied afterwards.

When Julia told me that she would be leaving the children Sunday school ministry, | felt sad
but wasn't surprised. It was a near impossible mission due to extreme lack of manpower.
She had suffered courageously all by herself over these years, always begging for assistance,
which could become a humbling experience even for someone with vision and a strong
sense of commitment. It's understandable that she needs a rest.

But then what is to become of JaM? The children need care and spiritual education, the
parents need to be able to worship without distraction, and the church needs growth and a
devoted congregation. Obviously children Sunday school is a must and cannot be
abandoned. | want to raise this issue here and hope more brothers and sisters as well as the
parents of the young children see the value and necessity of this ministry and will strive to
devote some of their time to serve the Lord and His people. This is a ministry that concerns
the future of our children and our church, and it requires all of us to contribute and share
the burden. May the work of our Lord prosper through our dedication to Him, Amen.

RKRHEARAEZTETBZ (745 JaM 2 Jesus and Me) # &k 48
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Annual Report for Junior Church

By David Tong

It's been a very fulfilling year to see the Junior Church kids grow and become more mature
in Christ. It is always very encouraging to observe the 'full circle' take place - as the kids
grow up and serve in the various ministries in LifeSpring. It is by God's grace to see hearts
transform and see Him at work.

This year, Junior Church covered topics including:-

- Gardening in the Bible: growing with God & planting seeds of faith
- The story of Moses

- The characteristics of God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit

- The basics of the Gospel

Despite the smaller group of children, it created a more intimate atmosphere where the
leaders could disciple the children and provide opportunities to lead by example. But there
were also times of fun, laughs and learning as we shared our lives together every Sunday
morning.

A huge thank you to all the leaders that helped during the year - your enthusiasm,
trustworthiness and dedication is very much appreciated! Thank you also to the parents for
entrusting us with your children - and for your continual support and prayers for our
ministry.

ReMix (Reaching Maturity in Christ)

By Emmie Keung

Another year has flown by with some significant changes happening in the youth ministry
REMIX (Reaching Maturity in Christ). Earlier this year, Frankie Hui has retired from serving
as a youth leader of 5 years. On behalf of Remix, we would like to thank Frankie for his
many years of supporting the teenagers and the leaders with his wisdom and dedication.
We will cherish his ‘Frankie’ games and many quotable moments of hilarity and joy. At the
same time, Remix also welcomed two new leaders: Tomy Kwan and Eric Chang to the
group. This paves the way for new and exciting initiatives that the leadership can undertake
to cater for the group of teenagers in Remix.
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Remix is passionate about investing in the next generation of leaders so that others around
them will see the love of Christ in their lives. They are each so very gifted and talented in
many ways and we are truly blessed to spend time with them and see them grow up!
Currently, we are using ‘Purpose Driven Life’ (by Rick Warren) as a resource to explore what
God says about purpose and identity.

To the parents — Thank you sincerely for your support in this ministry and to us leaders! To
our youth leaders - Belinda, Tomy and Eric, a special thank you for your hard work and
devotion to this ministry. It is both a blessing and privilege.

Our leadership team is excited to see how God will grow these teenagers. We know that He
cares so much about each and every single one of them!

Uni Lifegroup 2016

By Eddie Shang

The Uni Lifegroup has undergone new changes in 2016 and we have had an exciting and
great start to the year. Our group get together every 2" and 4™ Friday evening of the
month and comprises of almost 40 uni students across a total of 3 smaller groups lead by Ps
Jono Wong, Leanne Lee, Kevin Xu, April Chiu, Amanda Degala and Eddie Shang.

We have been incredibly blessed this year to have some of the parents of CCCV partner
with us by generously giving their time to prepare meals before the Lifegroup session. The
experience of eating together as a community offers an opportunity for stronger
relationships to build for some, whilst allowing others to relax in a safe space after a long
week. Whilst the food has been incredible, the greatest blessing and impact comes from
being served by the loving hands that have committed to preparing these meals.

A typical night would kick off with praise and worship followed by an icebreaker game and
then leading into a study with 3 separate groups. The first few sessions we have explored
Paul’s letters to the Colossians and have discussed about who Jesus Christ is to us, as well as
what it means and how it looks to live as those made alive in Christ.
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Our first social gathering will be coming up at the end of this month. Please continue to
pray for unity as we come together as one body with the 3 groups and for boldness and
courage for members to bring their friends as well as stand firm for Christ in their every day
lives. We pray that Lifegroup is a safe home for honesty, trust, discipleship, accountability
and prayer, with all these things encompassed by the Love of Christ.

Adults Lifegroup

By Irwin and Harry

This year has been a rather interesting year for us as leaders. We were faced with
challenges which required us to make some major changes in our lifegroup. In the previous
year, we didn't have a central location for our lifegroup. Restaurants and cafes became the
chosen location for our lifegroup and this made it hard for members to share openly about
their struggles. Our lifegroup had also decreased in size and we lacked a structure that
engaged our members. Both Irwin and | realised things had to change in order to improve
the health of our lifegroup. We prayed about it, explored different techniques to leading
lifegroup and discussed which approach would best suit our group and our leadership
styles. In the end, we chose a Bible study book that was solid in the foundation of the Word
and practical in the application of its teachings. Through each lifegroup session, we found
our members sharing about their personal struggles and relating to how the Word can be
used to help them in their situation and strengthen them during times of hardship. We all
shared how important it is to have a strong relationship with God, especially as working-
class adults as it is so easy to follow the world's way instead of God's way.

In our journey as lifegroup leaders, we have found that receiving God's message fresh from
the Word through scripture reading is just as important as relating to how it can be used
practically in our lives.

We thank God for journeying with us through the challenges of lifegroup and His patience in

seeing us find our feet again. We look forward to growing as a group as well as growing
closer to God in our personal walk.
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Young Parents Life Group

By Catherine Lok

The need for this life group was felt in 2012 and we started with 4 couples. Today we have
15 families in LifeSpring (who have either one or two children), belonging to this life group.
We meet together once a month to learn valuable principles from the Bible. As we share
experiences and journey together, we encourage one another towards a common goal,
bringing up happy, healthy kids who love God’s ways.

Our discussions centred around parenting ‘from the inside out’. We learnt and applied
parenting skills which flowed out from the basis of our own relationship with God, our
relationship with our spouse, our relationship with our child and the others around us. As a
group, we are serious about our roles as parents, constantly reminding ourselves of the big
challenge - modelling Christ to our children. We had lots of fun along the way and the older
kids really loved to meet their friends during these sessions. The photo showed our last
gathering for 2015, an outdoor picnic.

This group is thankful for the various volunteers who came to look after and play with the
children while the parents are having their group sessions.
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Cherished

By Leanne Lee

Cherished is Lifespring’s women’s ministry. 2015 was yet another exciting year for Cherished.
The theme for 2015 was Joy and all of our events were centred on the theme ‘Joy’. We had
three events this year, the first of which was a high tea. The girls enjoyed some yummy
sandwiches, scones, cupcakes and the like on a lovely Saturday afternoon. We explored the
definition of ‘Joy’ and some of the things in our lives that can rob us of our joy.

Our second event was a waffles and guestspeaker night. We had Carmen Tong (a previous
Lifespringer and mother of two) attend at Lifespring to talk about how one can experience
joy through sharing the gospel. She gave us some handy tips about sharing the gospel, in
particular how we can tell stories by using parables (which are stories told by Jesus) to share
the gospel with our non-Christian friends. We had some delicious, warm and fluffy waffles
topped with maple syrup and strawberries — which was definitely one of the highlights of the
evening.

Our final event was called “heart2heart”. We had two of our very own Lifespringers, April
Chiu and Wendy Goh share about their trials/struggles, how God brought them through in
some of their darkest moments and how they were able to find joy in Christ irrespective of
their circumstances. The Cherished Team would like to take this opportunity to thank them
and commend them for their openness. Their sharing was a catalyst for discussion during the
latter half of the session. It was very encouraging to see how open and honest the discussions
were and how willing the girls were to pray for each other.

We are looking forward to what God has in store for Cherished in 2016 and his heart for the
women at Lifespring and beyond.

The Cherished Team 2015: Aich, Amanda, Aunty Catherine, Leanne, Michelle
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CHINESE CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
Minutes for the 31st Annual General Meeting
on 31st May 2015 @ 1:40pm at 67-91 Springvale Rd, Nunawading

Preliminaries

Chairperson Timmy Ngai

Interpreter Alex Wong (English) and Wendy Tsui (Mandarin)
Minutes Jane Chiu

Head Count Ewing Tong and Andrew Kwong (elected)

Vote Count Susan Chong, Stephen Choo and Henry Hui (elected)
Opening prayer Rev. Lok

- 121 members including 5 proxies were present at AGM out of 152 registered members.

- According to the constitution, a simple majority of registered members (including proxies) shall
constitute a quorum.

- It will require 81 votes (two third of 121) to pass any motion.

1. Passing of the minutes of the 30th Annual General Meeting, 11" & 12" Special General
Meeting

1.1 Timmy Ngai gave a summary on the 30" Annual General Meeting minutes.
Motion moved: Enoch Chiu
Motion seconded: Simon Pang
The minute was passed with 102 votes.
1.2 11" and 12" sGM
Moved by Patrick Poon
Seconded by Mary Pang
The minutes were passed with 91 votes

2. Report of Cantonese/Mandarin Ministry for 2014 by Kai Hong Wong

2.1 Kai Hong Wong gave an overview of all ministries of the church and the Cantonese
Congregation.
e Speakers provided by God: pastors from other churches; Rev. Lok; Jonathan Wong
and Ps. Chen
¢ Learning God’s word:

- Adult Sunday school on Sunday afternoon: including Bible study and short
courses (theology and application, Summary of the Book of Acts & The
wisdom of Christian life)

- Wednesday evening CBSC Bible study in Cantonese and Mandarin groups

¢ Evangelical activities and outreach: church picnic, Christmas Carnival, Easter Service
& Mother’s day
¢ Fellowship of brothers and sisters

- Small groups: Glen Waverley South, Glen Waverley North, Cross Region cell

group and Sunday group
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(For details refer to Annual Report 2013/14)
2.2 No question was raised.
3. Report of the Mandarin/English Congregation by Alex Wong

3.1 Overview

¢ The Mandarin/English Congregation continues to expand with God’s strength under
the leadership of Alex Wong, Bill Wu, Sophie Wu, Sister Bai and Irene Li although
without a pastor.

e Pastor Peter Lam was helping out both in the pulpit and small group twice a month.

e The Lord has provided the congregation with spiritual food through pastors from
other churches.

e The congregation’s Bible study continues to be led by Sophie Wu, Irene Li and Alex
Wong.

e There were around 28-35 people in the Sunday service. Bill Wu conducted
evangelical Bible study after the service. Two new believers were baptised in
November 2014.

¢ Regular fellowship meetings were also held.

e By establishing a strong spiritual foundation and the sense of belonging as the
members of the church, the congregation will be able to serve together with the
Cantonese congregation as well as Life Spring congregation to expand God’s
kingdom.

¢ Ps. Chen started to serve in the congregation recently.

* Request to pray for more mature brothers and sisters to join and serve in the
ministry as well as in the youth and children ministry of this congregation.

3.2 No question was raised.
4. Report of LifeSpring for 2014 by Jonathan Wong and Catherine Lok

4.1 REPORTS ON MINISTRIES

9.15 SERVICE

9.15 service was started in 2010. Some members from the 11.15 service are considering to
attend this service to strengthen the 9.15 service and make room for expansion at the 11.15
service. Please pray for direction on how to better serve the LifeSpring congregation with
limited resources.

11:15 SERVICE

It was encouraging to see a growth in numbers as well as spiritual maturity for those who
have been in the church for a while. We pray that this continues to occur long into the
future!

PRAYER MINISTRY
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2014 saw a continued strong focus on prayer within LifeSpring.
The 3 committed prayer ministries within LifeSpring:
- A monthly corporate prayer gathering
- A small group of prayer warriors @ 9:30am on Sundays
- Anintercessory team at the end of the 11:15 service.
We are convicted that prayer is the backbone of not just LifeSpring but of the whole church!

2014 ALPHA COURSE — DISCIPLESHIP

In 2014, LifeSpring ran the ALPHA course (a course designed to introduce some of the key
core beliefs of Christianity) for the first time in a long time with 11 members attended. At
the end of the course, most of the participants were baptised.

CHERISHED

This women’s ministry for LifeSpring was launched in May 2014. Three events are expected

to hold annually. The purpose is to connect women of all ages in the English congregation,
to meet and get to know each other and bring friends to these events.

LIFE GROUPS

“Life Groups” are smaller groups based mainly on people’s life stages. Group members do
Bible studies, social events and do life together so that they would learn more about God in
a supportive and caring environment that reaches far beyond the four walls of the church
building. Life Groups that are currently run in LifeSpring:

Young Parents Life Group

Young Parents life group has grown from 4 couples to 11 couples. In the meeting, we talked
about parenting issues and teach the biblical way of bringing up children.

Adult life groups

There are also a number of adult life groups meeting throughout the week on a fortnightly
basis.

ReMix (High school ministry)

To build an atmosphere of trust, of friendship and of knowing that young members are
valued, both by the leaders and ultimately by God.

University Life Group
This group of about 8-10 the previous few years has grown to about 35 committed

university students. So at the beginning of this year, two more University age Life Groups
were created.
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STATE YOUTH GAMES

This annual event is an action-packed weekend of sports and activities for young people that
is organised by the youth ministry arm of Churches of Christ in Victoria to help local
churches and their youth groups reach out to young people in their communities.

WORSHIP/MUSIC MINISTRY

God has given us many talented and Christ-centred musicians with a heart of worship and
want to see God’s people worship him in spirit and in truth.

4.2 No question was raised

5. Report from Rev. Lok

Rev. Lok thanked God for leading Ps. Chen to us as he is very well trained in theology and
experienced in teaching.

Introduction of the Pastoral Team — The members are Rev. Lok, Ps. Chen, Jono Wong,
Alex Wong, Patrick Poon, Simon Pang and Timmy Ngai. The team has the responsibility of
holding to the vision and direction of the church; ensure the church follows the teaching
of the Bible as well as looking after pastoral staff.

Rev. Lok asked the congregation to pray for the team as they have a very important role
to ensure good strong teaching, evangelism and good work in the community.

A team of pastoral staff is waiting to be formed

Under the guidance of Ps Mak, Rev. Lok is hoping to prepare and train elders of the
church to look after the health of the church, to share responsibilities of the pastors and
to protect the church

There is a lot of work ahead waiting to be done

Rev. Lok pleaded with the congregation to pray for the leaders

6. Passing of the 2014 Financial Report

6.1 Ida Lau gave an overview of the financial report for the year ended 31 Dec 2014 (Refer to
the Financial Report for the year ended 31 December 2014), main points as below:

Explanations on the accounts:

Total income: $440,831 (versus $433,405 in last year)

Total expenses: $283,235 (versus $271,836 in last year)
Operating deficit/surplus: $ 157,595 (versus $161,569 in last year)
Difference between accounting versus cash flow deficits/surplus

Total cash balance in bank was $87,427 as at 31/12/2014 which consisted of

General Fund $53,369
Church Building Fund $11,183
Missionary Fund $22,876
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Loans

Refinancing
In 2013, refinanced bank loan for 5 years (with offset)

Repayments
* In 2013, we repaid $140k

* In 2014, we repaid $184k
* In 2015, we repaid $60k to date
Repayment is expected to slow down with the church employing more pastoral staff

CCCV Debt Profile 31-Dec-13 31-Dec-14 31-May-15
10 Years Loan due May 2017 $20,000 $20,000 $20,000
15 Years Loan due May 2022 $40,000 SO SO
Better Business Loan $349,680 $165,680 $105,680
Total Long-Term Liabilities $409,680 $185,680 $125,680

Motion moved by Enoch Chiu
Motion seconded by Anissia Cheung
The 2014 Financial Report was passed with 108 votes.

6.2 No question was raised

. Appointment of Mr. Jonathan Wong as the Associate Pastor (full-time) at CCCV with effect

from 1°* February 2016

The church passed to appoint Mr. Jonathan Wong as the Associate Pastor (full-time) at CCCV
with effect from 1% February 2016

120 out of 121

1 disagreed

. Appointment of Ps Michael Yu as the full time Pastor at CCCV

107 out of 121
13 disagree
1 blank

Election of deacons
Out of 121 received

Deric Lee: elected with 120
Irene Li: elected with 117

Alex Goh resigned from deacons’ board after serving for 5 years.

Timmy Ngai stepped down after 2 years.
The church thanked all of their services in the past years.

42



10. Report from Mission Committee by Patrick Poon

10.1 2014 Mission Fund Income & Expenses
Opening Balance : 520,681
Total offering : $44,269
Expenditure : $42,074
Closing balance :$22,876
10.2 2015 Budget is $36,500

CCCV will not be allocating funds to:
- GateWay Project in Thailand as the girls sponsored had graduated and left
the project.
- Mission Resource Centre (MRC) as no big project will be held in 2015
- Anna Cheng who has returned to HK from Thailand to start another ministry
- PhD Student as there was no new referral so far
New funding has been allocated to Pearl and Sampson Cheung of Wycliffe

11. Report from the Property Development Committee by Timmy Ngai

Due to the availability of the adjacent property, the Property Development Committee was
formed. Members appointed were as follows:
- Timmy Ngai (Chairman of Deacon Board 2014)
- Alex G (Treasurer of Deacon Board 2014)
Representatives from the three congregations:
- Cantonese Congregation: Raymond Pond, Joseph Chen and Kai Hong Wong
- Life Spring: Irwin Hau
- Mandarin/English Congregation: Alex W
- Advisers: Ewing Tong, Tony Hau (Church members who are experienced in property
development / investment)

The committee was authorised to develop strategies, negotiate, make decision to
purchase/develop property and report decisions to the deacon’s board.

12. A.O.B.
Nil
13. Ps Chen closing the meeting with prayer.

The meeting concluded at 3:05pm

43



BEREARBERELRE
2015 4 5 A 31 B T4 18 40 5% 67 —91 Springvale Road, Nunawading # 47
%31 B AR R 2 Ries

EY 2 TS
&5 KA (3k3) -~ EBL (B8
T4k HF A

A3 % Y Y

FRGLT O EBCE >~ ABE -~ FE®
BlasATHe BE S A BER

e RA 15245 0 R ARA 12142 > AP ais s mREA -
RAFEEFE > AXSHEME R (BIEREA) HRZEAR
EHEES E (1218 =52 =) BBIEMKE

L @B 0 BRARE 114 12 BRAGARG L ERTHE

L1 R s 30 Be A K& a0k
#2388 : Enoch Chiu
FodkiBilh © AR
B RATEE L 102 2B

12 % 11 #4012 BRANG R KRG8k
RAEH - BFER
Ffoskidil : HELE
%A 91 2@

2. 2014 b X F L%

21 FRBREBAEHEEROF IR RFECHFL
o AVATBLERIGER ¢ L CH G IBCE  BRAET » H R AR AR E

44



- BEIREABARALIDE > NEQHEDEREHRIRE > bl S
A E S MRATRERERGETEE
- EB =W CBSC Mg RFEEEL LI
1938 F5 A sb R E ) - BRHRAT S BRESFER -~ MEH EFAFRG I ES)
IR FE 2 Glen Waverley #7748 ~ Glen Waverley db/) 48 ~ B /) 48 7= 2 24
B/ (%5 2014/15 448)

22 BRARM
FREFIRE
3 REL-MEFEREHFL
o EBRAHENHERT > FRETAMNGFTIRAME THRATRENE > R
ITaERE - REL - ZRESFE a2 ERFTEE
o Peter Lam {24 A A Wk hE A/ N5 @ 69 B
s WEBLCHEHHLLETRBE LORE
s ITHEFANMBGHEBSET GRKEIIE  FERFRELFE
s IRREGAHNA2BIS AN FHEARTHELI GRABALHEA A2A
BE S #2014 511 B %3 mAHKE o
s BRARHGEE
s ABEREFGFHERLGEL > SERTHEEILEAHEGETHF L
KR IR 36 R A 69 B B
s MABFEREHBAFEREFE
o KAV B BRI H LIRS AR A FVFFL
32 RARM
RXTFIHRE
4.1 W % A PR AR 18 A BE R EAE RS

45



LR ON5 ey S  F A 2010 SRS - A T RICEE FEFAAA 1115 69 54
REZSOBERER > ARMERLEF LS Z2HGEH > ¢ X EHAEHE
BFE o F AR LT FRIRER T BATHE

EFILIS 6927 - ERSFNRARPERANEGH AL > T REEH K
REFFFHE T £ o

EFL RIFBBREANB TG EAZSTENFL AFAHA
B RREATHRG ~ 2 B L 930 #9454 B Lo e A 1115 A& KRB aE
BRI AR R G R A o
BB R A2 2 PI4EI8R (Alpha Course - Discipleship) : i@ RN IRFH 915
AT o 2 2014 SEB4E - A 11 Adho » KD ALERERE h % %o AK
@ o

L Fa3F % F L (Cherished) : F L2 2014 45 A4 » H4FMA 3%

F o BMAMALZZFRGLTTREARTHRE A « miRIEA LMK
S Aa o
A koML (Life Groups) @ ZZRFBALERE GRS ENE o BE
AER S ARREDRAESGLSF >  FE—REEAMANF  BALTLEEME
FABR o AT ARF 4L7]
- FRERXFEGRKDE  NEH R4 HRFEERFNG L H - RERN

FEBEARAETLHMMA L EH G MEFTEG T EERET Ko
- BRAEGRENE AR EERANE > BREBRE—K
- FEFL (ReMix) : AW T ABARERL—AELIRE  AIFFE

I EFGRA °
- REA A A& (University Life Group) /A RA & 8-10 & & & 49

K2 AER o REWER YIS A LAEFMHFHIET 2B/ 4 -
#HF Y FuEk e (State Youth Games) @ 22 —AABESHFEEH A K
#5544 B g (Churches of Christ) 897 & & F TP RH > Bo9AEH
B e iE S FN AL EBE THE T FFEA

46



o W FHFL (Worship/Music Ministry) : AL HKEH S H 4 FUAE
AP HE A A — RS > DA BB 6T RS E AR £
AR o

42 RARM

5. BEALAT RO

o RIS BRAE A A > A RO S DI P A B o

o NBHAKRATE > KR ARAE T R R A BB BRI
B HEEHAEOR S HARK IR S 09 > B IR
T

o BMIFFEARABKR TEAY 0 BARMNBHERAEH B ATORE  BEF
4 TAE Ao AL B R & % T A o

o AAERHER O BAT ) R LA ARG T MR REL 0 R A L
BEAE ~ (R A A I HA S R o

© CFEERAREAMMBL > BAAREAS S FIEME -

6. 18 2014 FHEIRE
6.1 B ik 2014 412 B 31 B 24690 B2 (58 2014 2 12 A 31 g 246984
BE#RE) o 28T

fRAER B

- HRON : $440,831 (rhik & 4$433,405)

- MaEok o $283235 (thix £ £9$271,836)

- A/ Bsh  $157595 (i 4$161,569)
- BHERYR KT/ BEZIHNER

31/12/2014 J4RAT 89 43R &4k A 987,427 > @45 ¢

. E@Aks $53,369
23 $11,183
. EHAS $22,876

47



6.2

i

e
grs)

WIS

#

Eicl
WS

B
&
=z
&

B
&
=

Bx
M

2013 S EFEBATRARESF (464 T)

- 2013 fiEH%
. 2014 iR
. 2015 iRk :

: $140K
: $184K

$ 60K (ZR L)

R ¥ RiE A o> ZBHRE AR
RS
31-Dec-2013 31-Dec-2014 31-May-2015
2017 %5 B #4832 10 £ % $ 20,000 $ 20,000 $ 20,000
2022 %5 B | #8215 4% $ 40,000 $ 0 $ 0
‘BT T TR $349,680 $165,680 $105,680
A& IS $409,680 $185,680 $125,680
3R 3%3E % : Enoch Chiu
FoskiBi : IRINIR
2014 &gt B3R 5L 108 ZiE
AR PR
BB R S A RAE 2R Bh AR E
Fo121 HEF 1200 RFEE 1 BFE:0

WIEARE

B 2016 %2 A 18 4%

RN PNy PSS
B 1205 SRR

107 R¥S 135 B2

48




9.

10.

11.

PFER

o 2 AHTIIE 1 AHPE 1 ARER
o HAZ¥ 121

s HERMUTHAENRFAB LN F A
Z3h (5 45wk
RE% (2 F1E4)

oy

—_
o

BEBGRE (HEBEEML)
A BEA A 2014 FhN ¥k

AR $20,681
HAERR © $44,269
X $42074

4E gk $22.876

10.2 2015 478 5 % %$36,500
HeHIF LSRG LI AT FL

ZE# GateWay FL: A XHN LR EE > HECRBEAFL
Mission Resource Centre (MRC): #7472 2015 474 X A 31 4) 7T & g

Anna Cheng: 4 &% 4 B = 5| & BB EH 09 F T

W2 A - KRR IR AR

HE 4T B IER £ X IR F ) Pearl Fo Sampson Cheung * 4

YR BRI EERE (BREZHR)

A

FEGMEREGHRE > MERRNDET MBS L > LREGTEA ¢

o MEE (2014 FHFEIRF)

o F3h (2014 FIF &)

B R B EFORK

o BRI AL~ R Fe sk B

* HX

v ARRE

49



12.

13.

. BRE HEE

o BAM B R BAR (RALFAAROWEE K RRELR)

BAARRERE C KF)  BEARL M EEREE > BRORFEECRATIEN R

2~

T ©°

FAF
BA

BRASIE A 4 R AT %

BHRATF IO &R

VA B edk 0 VAT SR AAE B *

50





















Thanks to all who contributed the articles
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Kit Ying Chu
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